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'LOVE, CARE, SHARE'

St. Edmund's Catholic Primary School is a community of faith where we aim to keep Christ at the centre of everything we do. We celebrate the uniqueness of every individual, nurturing them to achieve their full potential. Our understanding and experience of the love of God grows through our way of living, behaving, learning and teaching, which is inspired by Jesus.

Introduction

At St Edmund's Catholic Primary School, we believe that homework is essential for reinforcing and consolidating learning, developing independent study skills and fostering a strong home-school partnership. Our homework policy is designed to meet the expectations set out in the 2014 National Curriculum in England, ensuring that our pupils receive a consistent and meaningful homework experience across all year groups.

All children are entitled to have homework set by their teacher, which is matched to their ability and needs. Parents are entitled to share in the learning of their child.

Aims and Objectives

Our homework policy aims to:

· Reinforce and consolidate classroom learning.
· Develop independent study skills and self-discipline.
· Foster a positive attitude towards learning and a sense of responsibility.
· Encourage pupils to take ownership of their learning and develop research skills.
· Establish effective communication and involvement between home and school.
· Promote a healthy balance between school work, leisure activities and family time.
· Promote the partnership between home and school
· Provide guidance to parents about how to support their children’s learning at home

Why do we set homework? 

Homework enables children to practise and extend skills learned in the classroom, and also gives pupils a chance to undertake research and additional learning, as required. It involves parents (and other adults) in the children’s work and we believe that homework encourages and improves independent learning. Homework is a about practice and consolidation of the learning that is happening in the classroom.  It is not new learning.  






Section 1 – Homework Expectations 


HOMEWORK IS SET ON THURSDAYS AND IS DUE IN ON MONDAYS


Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)


	Teachers
	Pupils 
	Parents/Carers

	Teachers will set activities weekly
· 1 Maths activity
· 1 Phonics/tricky words activity
· 1 letter formation/word/sentence writing activity
· Home reading books
And 
· 1 RE activity per half term

They will
· Provide feedback (usually verbal) to the children about their efforts
· Monitor home reading and regularly assess reading levels to ensure that appropriate books are going home.
· Differentiate activities where appropriate and necessary


	With adult support where appropriate
· Complete the activities set for them
· Practise the focus sound/words regularly
· Read, or look at their book and talk about it with an adult every day.


	Parents will
· Check Google Classroom for homework instructions
· Support children with their homework activities.
· Read with their children daily and talk about the books.  
· Sign the reading record – books will not be changed if they are not signed
· Help children to develop a routine for completing their homework and, if possible provide a quiet area for homework to be done. 
· Help children to form their letters and numbers correctly as advised by school.






	What else can we do?

	Teachers could:
· Set children challenges to complete, e.g. how many letter s’s can you see on your way home
· Set additional homework if they deem it appropriate/necessary
· Set special projects relating to what the children are learning in school
	Children could: 
· Make things to bring in to show their classmates
· Write/draw their own stories and pictures related to their learning
· Practise the songs that they learn in class
	Parents could:
· Play board games with their children
· Play word games, e.g. I Spy
· Introduce maths into the children’s day to day life and play, e.g. can you get me 3 spoons? 
· Set up activities to develop fine motor skills
· Read to their children 
· Download apps that will support their children’s learning, e.g. phonics/maths apps 

	NB: Parents, you will find useful links and ideas for additional learning activities on our school website.


















Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2):

	Teachers
	Pupils 
	Parents will…

	Teachers will set activities weekly
· 1 maths activity
· 1 phonics and spelling activity related to the learning in the classroom
· 1 writing activity linked to their learning
· Home reading books
And 	
· 1 RE activity per half term

They will
· Provide feedback (usually verbal) to the children about their efforts
· Monitor home reading and regularly assess reading levels to ensure that appropriate books are going home.
· Differentiate activities where appropriate and necessary


	· Complete the activities that have been set every week
· Read with an adult daily
· Begin to take responsibility for finding their homework tasks and getting ready to do their homework


	Parents will
· Check Google Classroom for homework instructions
· Support children with their homework activities. Help the children to form sentences verbally before writing them.
· Read with their children daily and talk about the books.  
· Sign the reading record – books will not be changed if they are not signed
· Help children to develop a routine for completing their homework and, if possible provide a suitable area for homework to be done.  
· Begin to enable the children to be responsible for getting ready to do their homework and organising themselves.
· Check that homework is completed to the best of the children’s ability Read what your child has written, and talk to them about their writing: Does it make sense? Is it correctly punctuated, etc.? Is writing neat and accurate? Have they used exciting words?
· Help children to form their letters and numbers correctly as advised by school.


	What else can we do?

	Teachers could:
· Set children challenges to complete that are related to their learning, e,g. if learning about time ask children to see how many star jumps they could do in 30 secs, or how many books they can read in 20 mins 
· Set additional homework if they deem it appropriate/necessary
· Set special projects relating to what the children are learning in school
	Children could:
· Make things related to their learning to show to their teachers
· Play maths and phonics games on their devices (approved by a parent)
· Practice the songs that they sing in school to help with learning
· Write or draw for pleasure.
· Do role play with siblings/family/friends to develop narratives.
	Parents could:
· Play games with their children to develop social, language, communication and negotiation skills
· Introduce maths into the children’s day to day life and play, e.g. pairing socks, counting in twos, using money to count in 5s
· Read to their children
· Download apps to support their children’s learning, e.g. phonics and maths apps 
· Give children opportunities to write, e.g. help with shopping lists, diaries. This would be to help children to understand the benefits and pleasure of writing and should not be an activity that needs to be supervised or corrected.

	NB: Parents, you will find useful links and ideas for additional learning activities on our school website.












Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to 6):


	Teachers
	Pupils 
	Parents 

	Teachers will set activities weekly
· 1 maths activity
· Spellings related to the learning in the classroom
· 1 writing activity linked to their learning
· Home reading books
And 
· 1 RE activity per half term

They will
· Provide feedback (usually verbal) to the children about their efforts
· Monitor home reading and regularly assess reading levels to ensure that appropriate books are going home.
· Differentiate activities where appropriate and necessary









	· Complete the activities that have been set every week
· Read for at least 15-20 minutes every day and record in their reading logs.
· Take responsibility for accessing their homework tasks and organising themselves to do their homework
· In years 5 and 6, children to work independently and ask for help if they need it.
· Learn the spellings and their definitions and use them in sentences

	· Check Google Classroom for homework instructions and that their children know what is required of them.
· Support children with their homework activities.  As the children go through the school, help them to develop independence, but to ask for help when they need it.  
· Read with their children regularly and talk about the books they are reading to check their understanding.  
· Sign the reading record – books will not be changed if they are not signed
· Help children to develop a routine for completing their homework and, if possible provide a suitable area for homework to be done.  
· Enable the children to be responsible for getting ready to do their homework and organising themselves.
· Check that homework is completed to the best of the children’s ability




	What else can we do?

	Teachers could:
· Set additional homework if they deem it appropriate/necessary
· Set special projects relating to what the children are learning in school
· On Google Classroom, provide parents and children with links related to current topics that might support home learning and encourage and engage the children.
· Provide SATS practice papers for children in year 6
· Year 5 children will receive additional (non compulsory) tasks on Atom Learning

	Pupils could:
· Write and read for pleasure at home (not necessary for parents to be aware of this or supervise/correct writing)
· Practise their skills by using links that are on the school website, or logging in to their accounts at home, e.g. Times Tables Rockstars
· Undertake their own research projects based on their interests to show their teachers.
	Parents could:
· Provide resources to support children in reading and writing for pleasure.
· Encourage children to develop and investigate their own interests.

	NB: Parents, you will find useful links and ideas for additional learning activities on our school website.












Children with additional needs:

	Teachers/LSAs/SENCO will…
	Pupils 
	Parents will…

	· Advise parents about how best they can support their child’s individual needs at home
· Adapt the class homework to children’s needs where possible. 
· If children have needs beyond that of the curriculum, e.g. sensory needs, social, emotional or mental health needs, school will provide ideas (and resources if possible) for activities that will support children’s development, usually via ‘Padlet’ on the school website.
· Provide activities that support children with needs in all areas of Special Educational Needs as well as to access the curriculum.
· Provide resources to support learning at home, e.g. visuals, charts etc.

	· Choose activities from those available on the website.
· Focus and attend to activities at home for increasing amounts of time based on their particular needs
	· Offer children choices and resources for activities suggested or provided by school.
· Encourage children to participate in adult led activities for increasing amounts of time.
· Support children with the strategies set out in any Education, Health and Care Plans, Speech and Language programmes or any other professional recommendations, to help then to achieve their needs, e.g. climbing to develop gross motor skills, use of visuals etc

	What else can we do?

	Teachers could…
· Complete some of the activities with the children in school
· Plan for some home activities to be incorporated in group work.
· Use the children’s particular interests to suggest home activities.
	Children could…
· Share the games and activities that they do at home with their friends and adults in school.
	Parents could…
· Join in with activities with the children
· Play games with the children (helps to develop social skills and ability to follow instructions, build attention etc.
· Share photos of their home activities with school 




Section 3 - Homework Recording and Monitoring

To ensure accountability and support pupil progress, homework tasks will be recorded and monitored using the following mechanisms:

1. Homework Books or Google Classroom: Pupils will have designated homework books and access to Google Classroom. Homework on Google Classroom should be set using ‘Classwork tab’ with clear instructions from the teacher as to whether it should be completed in Homework books or using Google Classroom. Teachers will provide feedback to support further learning.
2. Parental Engagement: Regular communication with parents/carers will be maintained through dedicated platforms, such as parent-teacher meetings, letters, emails and virtual platforms, to celebrate achievements and address concerns. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Home School Agreement - See Appendix 1: Phone call followed by letter home if homework is not completed 3 times in a row.

Section 4 - Marking and Feedback

When possible, homework will be self-marked in class. Teacher feedback will mostly be given verbally. Occasionally, tasks may be adult marked. This will be recognised with the teacher's initials and 1-3 ticks beside the activity.

1 tick – Evidence of good effort, presentation and skill demonstrated.
2 ticks – Evidence of excellent effort, presentation and skill demonstrated. 
3 ticks - Evidence of going 'over and above'.

Additional rewards can be given such as house points.

Section 5 - Guidance for parents/carers

At St Edmund’s we appreciate how important and valuable good home/school links are and the need for us all to work together to ensure a good education for our children. Homework is an important part of the curriculum for pupils, and we provide regular homework for pupils in all year groups. We vary the approach to homework according to the age and learning needs of the child.

Parents have a vital role in ensuring that homework is completed and in supporting the children so that they gain as much from the experience as possible.

How can parents support children’s learning at home?

We ask for your support in seeing that homework is done conscientiously.  If homework is not regularly completed, children are often at a disadvantage and are less successful in their education.  Homework offers children the opportunity to consolidate their learning through practice and repetition and by applying the knowledge and skills that they are taught in school.  It enables them to shift their knowledge and skills from their working memory to their long term memory.  
For younger children little and often is best – 10-15 minutes daily is a good habit. As children become older they should be encouraged to sustain their concentration for longer periods of time, and to work with increasing independence. For example, it would be beneficial to get children into the habit of reading every evening; time spent on reading should range from approximately 10 minutes in Key Stage 1 and up to 30 minutes in Key Stage 2. We appreciate this isn’t always possible every day but a minimum of 3-4 times a week should be encouraged.

 If a child struggles with an activity, try to avoid becoming anxious about it and approach your child’s teacher as soon as you can. They will spend more time explaining the task to help you and your child and offer tips about how to engage them with the learning.

It is beneficial for the children to have a quiet place to work at home if possible.  If this isn’t possible, try to schedule it at time when there are fewest distractions.  

Encourage your child to check their work – self-correcting supports their independence.

Other ways to support your child’s learning and development. 

However, home learning is not just about completing tasks set by a teacher and we encourage parents to explore our school website for links to educational websites and online games and activities that the children will find useful and engaging.  We know that children develop and learn through play and exploration, even in the older years.  There are a few ideas below, but please ask your teachers for more, or share your own ideas and activities on Google Classroom.  

· Read to and with your children – it will develop a love of reading.  If English is not your first language, read books in your own language.
· Ask questions, talk about your children’s observations, ask questions about the world around them, ask for their opinions, model finding answers to questions, all of this feeds in to the children’s learning and development – it will develop curiosity and skills in finding answers.  You don’t always need to have the answers yourselves!  
· Play games with your children.  Board games, card games, word games all help children to develop their listening and communication skills, negotiation skills, social skills, turn-taking and sharing skills.  
· Take your children out and about… climbing and swinging activities help to develop gross motor skills, which in turn lead to improved fine motor skills which are needed for letter formation and neat handwriting.
· Explore the outdoors – hunt for minibeasts, identify plants and trees, create a habitat for spiders/butterflies etc.  
· Go to the library – let children spend time exploring and finding things that are of interest to them, help them to research and find answers physically as well as on the internet!
	



Review and Implementation

This Homework Policy will be reviewed every 2 years to ensure effectiveness and relevance. It will be implemented consistently across all year groups, with necessary adjustments made to support the changing needs of our pupils.
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St. Edmund’s Catholic Primary School
Homework Agreement
Homework enables children to practise and extend skills learned in the classroom.  It supports the  transfer of learning from the short term memory into their long term memory and enables children to be successful.  Homework is an opportunity for parents and carers to engage in their children’s learning.
Pupil's Responsibilities
As a pupil, I agree to:
· Complete my homework: I will finish all assigned homework to the best of my ability, developing my independence as I go through the school.
· Submit on time: I will submit my homework by the due date.
· Ask for help: If I do not understand an assignment, I will ask my teacher or parents for help.

Parent/Guardian's Responsibilities
As a parent/guardian, I agree to:
· Consider the home environment: I will consider where and when it would be best for my child to complete work with as few distractions as possible.
· Encourage and support: I will encourage my child to complete their homework and provide support when needed.
· Monitor progress: I will regularly check my child’s homework and ensure it is being completed.
· Communicate: I will communicate with my child’s teacher if there are any concerns or issues regarding homework.
Teacher's Responsibilities
As a teacher, I agree to:
· Assign appropriate homework: I will assign homework that reinforces what has been taught in class and is adapted for different learners.
· Provide clear instructions: I will ensure that pupils understand the homework tasks.
· Offer support: I will be available to answer questions and provide help when needed.
· Give feedback: I will review and provide verbal feedback on homework to help pupils improve in line with the Homework Policy.
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Date: ______________________
Dear Parents/Carers of _________________ ,
I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to inform you that your child has not completed their homework on more than three occasions.
Completing homework assignments is crucial for reinforcing the skills and concepts taught in class.  It helps your child practice and improves understanding. Regular homework completion also fosters a sense of responsibility and discipline in students.
I understand that there can be various reasons for not completing homework, and I am committed to working with you and your child to address any challenges you might have.  Please don’t hesitate to contact school if you need any support.  
To encourage your child to complete the work; 
Set a Routine: Establish a regular homework routine with a specific time and place for doing homework.
Provide Support: Offer help and encouragement when needed, and ensure that your child has all the necessary materials.
Communicate: If there are any issues or difficulties with the homework, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher.
To address this specific instance of incomplete homework, I would appreciate it if you could discuss the importance of completing homework with your child and ensure that all homework from now on is completed and submitted on time.  
Thank you for your cooperation and support. Together, we can help your child succeed and develop a positive attitude toward learning and responsibility.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via the school office.
Sincerely,
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